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NI8: briefing note on release of 2007/8 data
Where a change (the change from Active People Survey 1 to Active People Survey 2) is reported as statistically significant (TRUE) this means we are 95% certain that there has been a real change.

There is also a ‘confidence interval’ or sample error around the single survey result – i.e. on the Active People Survey 2 result. The Active People Survey 2 result, which is based on a 500 sample per local authority, has a confidence interval of +/- c.4%.
By the end of Active People Survey 3 (Oct 2008-Oct 2009), the total LA sample based on combining Active People Survey 2 and Active People Survey 3 will be 1,000 (500 in each survey year), which has a lower associated confidence level. The confidence interval around a 1,000 sample for a single survey result is +/- c.2.5%.

To view a technical guidance note for NI8, click here.

Where a change is not reported to be statistically significant – this means there is no change in the result when comparing results from Active People Survey 1 to Active People Survey 2.
Please note that for local authorities who chose to boost their Active People Survey 2 sample to 1,000 and for county councils, this larger sample size will result in smaller confidence intervals around the Active People Survey 2 result. 
Examples

If a local authority has achieved a statistically significant increase from 2005/6 to 2007/8, this is a real increase and indicates a positive direction of travel. However the participation rate for 2007/8 must be treated with some caution as the confidence interval on a 500 sample is +/- c.4%.
If a local authority has seen no statistically significant change, this means there has been no change in their result – indicating there is a high probably the participation rates are static.
If a local authority has a statistically significant decrease from 2005/6 to 2007/8, this is a real decrease, and indicates a negative direction of travel. The participation rate for 2007/8 must also be treated with some caution as the confidence interval on a 500 sample is +/- c.4%.
